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A country where cows are sacred is exporting a record amount of red meat. 


India was the world's top beef exporter last year, according to the U.S. Department of 


Agriculture, widening its lead over other more established suppliers such as Brazil and Australia. 


That's because India exports large quantities of meat from water buffalo -- a member of the 
bovine family classified as beef by the USDA. 


The buffalo trade has been growing rapidly and now earns India more export dollars than 
basmati rice. 


Related: India will have more people than China by 2022 


India's buffalo meat -- a chewier and cheaper alternative to beef -- mostly ends up on plates in 
Asia and the Middle East, where rising wealth is sourring demand among diners for animal 
protein. 


But India's role in the global meat trade sticks out in the largely Hindu country where 
vegetarianism is widespread. 


The cow is revered in Hindu culture, the religion observed by roughly 80% of India's 1.3 billion 
people, and restrictions on cattle slaughter apply in most states. 


Buffaloes largely fall outside those bans. 


https://money.cnn.com/2015/08/05/news/economy/india-beef-exports-buffalo/ 


eis) asxe)atsl i mi larslalers, 





WHat m\YCelal=\¥ai meye)| P 


You Can Still Buy This "Million 
Maker" Stock 


Bitcoin Up 30,000X -- Here's 
Backdoor In 


Motley Fool Issues Rare Triple 
Alert 


This Stock Could Be Like Buy 
Amazon for $3.19 





LendingTree P 


1/4 


7/18/2021 Holy cow! India is the world's largest beef exporter 


India's top exports 


SOURCE: AFEOR, EXFORTS OSURING 201d-2015: CHHMOHEY 
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Still, the $4.8 billion annual export trade has almost developed by accident -- the animals are 
needed to keep India's huge domestic dairy industry going, said Rabobank analyst Pawan Money 
Kumar. B E = @ p E 
This is unique among countries with large bovine exports, Kumar said. It also means buffalo THE BELL 
meat from India is cheaper. That helped the country generate record export earnings from the 
beef last year, although growth is moderating from the 30% annual rate seen between 2010 to sponsored by ES TRADE 
2013. 
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Then there's China, which may actually be the largest consumer of the meat, according to newsletter, Sunday through Frid 
Rabobank's Kumar. Some 40% of Indian buffalo is sent to Vietnam, before large quantities make 


their way across the Chinese border. That trade doesn't show up in official statistics. 
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A small amount is consumed in India. Many locals, including Some Hindus and others in the CNNMoney Sponsors 
Christian and Muslim populations, eat meat and poultry, and consumption is rising. 





Data from market research firm Euromonitor International shows sales of beef, lamb and chicken 
in India have all increased steadily over the past six years. 

These are your 3 financial ad\ 
near you 


Rising wealth is a big reason for the growth. Analyst Anastasia Alieva said India's disposable 
income has surged 95% since 2009, and meat consumption has nearly doubled over that time. 


This site finds and compares 
financial advisors in your aree 


Check this off your list before 
retirement: talk to an advisor 


Answer these questions to fin 
right financial advisor for you 


Find CFPs in your area in 5 m 





https://money.cnn.com/2015/08/05/news/economy/india-beef-exports-buffalo/ 2/4 


7/18/2021 


Holy cow! India is the world's largest beef exporter 





Related: India can't censor all Internet porn. Should it even try? 


- CNN's Ravi Agrawal, Harmeet Singh and Sugam Pokharel contributed to this report. 
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